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FEBRUARY DIARY

AT BELMONT PARK HUT

NCA Social Café
13th February  FREE
10:30am to 12:00

Qigong
(gentle tai chi exercise)
Mondays & Thursdays
10:30am to 11:30am

Community Choir
Tuesdays

7:15pm to 9:15pm

Newtown Roots Band
Thursdays

7:30pm to 9:15pm

AT CLIFTON INN
Crochet Along

Tuesdays 2pm to 3pm

OPEN FORUM

Join us

on Saturday morning

23rd February

10:30am – 12:30

at Belmont Park Hut

to discuss the use
& management

of our new
   community building, 
  which opens in June

Everyone in the community
is invited - the views
of current hut users

would be particularly welcome
 

http://www.facebook.com/NewtownCommunityAssociationCommunityEvents


NEWTOWN NEWS                                                  February 2019                                                       Page  2
_____________________________________________________________________________________

      At a meeting of the Newtown Community Association on 28 th January, it was agreed to send
the following letter to our local councillors and to members of the Exeter Council ‘Place Scrutiny
Committee’, before their meeting on 31st January to consider a proposal to sell off 90% of the
Clifton Hill Sports Centre site for private development. 
      The Scrutiny Committee did not formally recommend changes to the Council report – which
will  now go  forward to  the Executive  and  full  Council  meetings  later  in  February  for  final
approval – with the important exception of the dry ski slope, home of the Exeter Adaptive Ski
Club, which could now be saved.  

Newtown Community Association
c/o The Secretary
11 Belmont Road

Exeter
EX1 2HF

 Dear Members of the Place and Scrutiny Committee,
 At the last meeting of the Newtown Community Association on 28 Jan, strong concerns were expressed by
members of the Association at the apparent failure of the Update Report going to the Place Scrutiny 
Committee meeting on 31st January to recognise the recommendations of the community consultation 
commissioned from Wild Zones (Conversations on Improving Health and Wellbeing in Newtown). The 
recommendations, listed in paragraph 11.10 of the Update Report, based on an independent assessment 
of the views of Newtown community members, include:-
Protect and conserve open green space and wildlife habitats
Recognise and promote the crucial role of nature in the wellbeing of the community
Encourage local residents to participate and take leadership in the development of their community and 
its resources
There are numerous other recommendations underlining the vital importance of the Council listening to 
and working with the community.  These recommendations appear at odds with the Council's apparent 
determination to rapidly sell off 90% of the Clifton Hill Green Space for private development.  The real 
concern is that very little opportunity has been offered for open dialogue with members of the 
community, some of whom have very interesting ideas for the potential use of the site, or elements of the 
site, for example the possible development of integrated green space for fitness, recreation and wildlife; 
the use of the Brickworks Office for a community recycling and repair workshop perhaps integrated with 
long established initiatives such as the Exeter Scrapstore; an opportunity to integrate Exeter Cycling 
Campaign’s living streets vision.  
In essence, this space has a unique appeal and potential as a coherent green-space in the city centre, 
which deserves some strategic vision, recognising increasing demands for more imaginative and 
sustainable development.  It has the potential to meet the aspirations of local people of all ages, who value
this land not only for its environmental benefits but also for health and well-being.   Significant concerns 
were also raised as to the financial assumptions being made.  I write on behalf of Newtown Community 
Association to appeal for an opportunity for wider discussion before final and irreversible decisions are 
made.
Yours sincerely,

Rory McNeile
NCA Chair

CLIFTON HILL SPORTS CENTRE SITE
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Residents who went along to the consultation meeting at St Matthew’s Church Hall on 9th 
October, or took part in other conversations with the Wild Zones consultants, can now read the 
full report on the ECC website:

https://exeter.gov.uk/people-and-communities/communities/newtown-community-
aspirations-report/ 

Recommendations from this report were included in the document that went to the Scrutiny 
Committee on 31st January, but appear to have had little influence on the outcome of the 
meeting. The Council report does propose keeping a minimum of 10% of the 11-acre Clifton Hill 
site as green space (a 10% area is smaller than a football pitch), but this concession still has to be 
ratified (and more clearly delineated) by the Council at their meeting on 26th February.

  A MONUMENT TO EXETER’S VICTORIAN
WORKING CLASS 

This  quirky Victorian building, a testament to
Newtown’s important industrial past, is now
under threat. 

It has not been excluded from the site 
that Exeter City’s Labour-led Council
is proposing to put up for sale.
Although it is located within Belmont
Conservation Area and ‘locally listed’
as a ‘Building of Local Importance’
(covered by Policy C3 in the Exeter
Local Plan), it has no statutory protection.

1888 MAP OF BRICKWORKS 

The area that may be retained 
as a green space is roughly
where the kiln used to be.

                                                         Ella Westland

NEWTOWN CONSULTATION REPORT

THE CLIFTON HILL BRICKWORKS OFFICE
 

https://exeter.gov.uk/people-and-communities/communities/newtown-community-aspirations-report/
https://exeter.gov.uk/people-and-communities/communities/newtown-community-aspirations-report/
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Civic Society 
Eleanor Tomlinson, Wellbeing Exeter Programme Development Manager, and I gave a talk on Wellbeing 
Exeter at a meeting of the Civic Society on 19th January.  We received a warm welcome from members and 
they seemed interested in the project asking many questions.  Someone commented that it would be nice 
to get to know their neighbours, they jokingly added that if they knocked on doors they might get arrested:
I assured them that they wouldn’t.  I feel that we are generally concerned about not being seen as nosey 
or intrusive, that we don’t want to bother others.  A colleague told me that a resident thanked them for 
saying it was okay to knock on a neighbour’s door and say hello.  
Members shared how they were taking part in their community.  One member attends a coffee morning in
her street for widows and widowers and another runs an Age UK Exeter swimming group, the members 
enjoy a drink at the pub after.  

Next meeting - Saturday 16 February, 10:30am - 12:00 at Belmont Chapel (£2 for non-members).  At 
10.45 Rory Cunningham, Community Liaison Officer for Exeter University, will talk about his role.

NCA Social Café
At January’s café, Chloe Burrows from Age UK Exeter led a discussion around people’s views on 
groups/clubs etc and we shared our experiences and thoughts. Some said that they had felt judged on 
aspects such as their appearance, whether they would fit in and perceived ability. We were all so engaged 
in the conversation that we didn’t realise the time and managed to run well past 12 noon.  Luckily there 
was a gap before the next user.
Next Social Café - Wednesday, 13 February, 10.30am- 12.00.   All welcome.   Free!

Community Potluck Meal – Sunday, 24 February, 4.45pm -6.45pm 
Sunday 24th sees the second Community Potluck Meal. Please bring a plate of food to share with others 
and we ask please for a £1 contribution per person to cover costs.  Come on your own or bring a friend.  
Hot drinks will be available or you can bring a soft drink of choice. If anyone is able to help set up or stay 
behind for a short time to help tidy up that would be much appreciated - please contact me if you can 
help.

Community Stargazing Event – w/c 11 February, 6.30pm-8.30pm
One evening during the week commencing 11 February there will be a Stargazing event at Belmont Park. 
The actual evening will be announced nearer the time as this is a weather dependent event.  The event will
be led by the university Astrophysics team and they will share their knowledge on astronomy.  Residents 
can just drop into the event during this time.  There will be interesting items to view (and handle) and 
there will be an informal walk and talk on astronomy and an opportunity to ask questions and look through
a telescope.  If there are any residents that would like to share their knowledge of astronomy with others 
please get in touch.  Please bring a torch, wear sensible footwear and wrap up warm.  It is unlikely that we 
will have access to toilets.

Community Café – Belmont Park - Sunday 3 March, 1.30pm-3.30pm.
At this pop-up community café, Jo from the Friends of Belmont Park and I will be there to chat about 
what’s happening locally and listen to any ideas you may have. There will be some plants for sale in aid of 
St Petrocks as well as delicious homemade cake.

Social Meet Up
A resident would like to see an all age social meet up during the day in Newtown, one of the pubs was 
suggested as a potential venue as they are open every day providing an opportunity to meet up again and 
it also means that there isn’t a reliance on volunteers.  If this interests you please get in touch. 

LOCAL NEWS REPORT FROM JAYNE, OUR COMMUNITY BUILDER 
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Food Market and Surplus Food Idea
A couple of residents are interested in the idea of having a mini food market in the park. If this is 
something you would like to see or help organise please get in touch.  Another resident suggested the idea
of having an informal café after school serving surplus food.

Connecting with Others / Sharing Skills
A couple of residents have suggested connecting to and helping others by carrying out small tasks such as 
shopping. They say that this needn’t be any more arduous than calling in on your way to the shops and 
asking a neighbour who is perhaps unwell or who finds it hard to get out and about if they’d like anything.  
Perhaps you already do this?  Another suggestion was dog walking so, for example, a resident temporarily 
unable to walk their dog could be linked up with another resident who is keen to do this.  A St Leonards 
resident told me about a babysitting circle they had in their cul-de-sac:  Curtain rings were used as a 
currency and as the children knew the other families they were less anxious at being left.

There is certainly no shortage of skills in the area but you do not need to be an expert to share yours. 
Perhaps you are comfortable using a sewing machine and would be happy to teach someone to use theirs?
Maybe DIY is more your thing and could show someone how to put up a shelf for example?

An article in the Telegraph on intergenerational skill swapping outlines how people could help each other:
“Older Bristol residents have been teaching younger people how to cook and how to present 
themselves better in job interviews. In turn, young people help older people negotiate our modern
world. This is a partnership based on mutual respect.”

(www.telegraph.co.uk/business/successful-partnerships/bristol-intergenerational-skill-swap) 

If you like any of the ideas above and would like to find out more or get involved please get in touch. 
Perhaps you have your own ideas and would just like to talk them through?

Jayne, Community Builder

07933 776210   newtownstleonardscb@gmail.com  Facebook: newtownstleonardscb  Twitter: Jayne Leaver CB

Saturday, 23 February, 2019 10:00am to 4:00pm 
BELMONT CHAPEL

Do you have a broken item that is in need of repair?
Perhaps you have a not-so-hot kettle or a laptop
that's running slow?

Come along to ‘The Big Fix’ and see if your item can be mended
for FREE. This will Devon's largest repair café and a record
breaking attempt, run by Exeter Repair Café and Devon County
Council.
There will be expert menders on hand who have a range of skills
from IT experts to sewing extraordinaries.

Also at the event:
-Teddy bear hospital
-The restart project will be running a workshop to show you how to fix your own tech.
-Junk modelling with Exeter Scrapstore
-Get advice on your upcycling projects with professional upcycler; Figgy Chambers (Steampunk Fairy)

Find out more: https://www.recycledevon.org/events/the-big-fix 

Have a question? Contact Catherine.Causley@devon.gov.uk - Reuse Project Officer 

https://www.recycledevon.org/events/the-big-fix?fbclid=IwAR1GfrQyoSRNHCLKRdtXbit2OB2rsVEF7HfswmSsQ6wMP-k-D9hriJNqOZc
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Newtown School Newsletter
“The village school in the heart of the city”

Embracing Excellence – Celebrating Diversity – Nurturing Individuality
Devon Wildlife Trust
On 23rd January, a team from the Devon Wildlife Trust worked with Newtown Primary School’s Year 4 class on
developing the garden area. The children had a fantastic afternoon building a new bug hotel. I’m sure the 
creepy crawlies will love their new home!

Holocaust Memorial Day 
On Monday 28th January, the school choir will be singing at Exeter Cathedral. This is part of a day of events organised 
across Exeter to remember the Holocaust victims of the Second World War and the victims of other acts of genocide. 
The theme of this year’s memorial events is ‘Torn from Home’. The choir are singing a song entitled ‘A Wish for Peace’. 
If you would like to hear the choir sing, the service in the Cathedral starts at 10am and is due to last approximately 
30minutes. The service is free and open to all.

News from Newtown Community Preschool
 As usual there is a lot going on at Preschool! During 
December our children’s families generously donated a large 
quantity of food for our Christmas Kindness project, which 
we delivered to a supermarket collection point for the Exeter 
Food bank to help out other families at Christmas time.   

Just before Christmas we received a visit from Ofsted; 
following our inspection we were rated as Good.  Here are 
some comments from the Inspector:

“The staff are passionate and knowledgeable and there is a lovely atmosphere within  preschool.”

“The provision for children (and their families) who have English as a second language is great and the 
work the Preschool does within the community e.g. Kindness projects, and the Respect Festival 
in particular was highly commended and admired.” 

“There is a broad curriculum and all aspects of teaching and learning are being met.”

“There are strong relationships between staff and children and the Key person system works well.”
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Activities planned for this term are based on a theme of fairy tales; these traditional stories are fantastic 
for inspiring a virtually limitless range of playful opportunities for learning. This week we’ve been sharing 
the story of Goldilocks and the Three Bears, exploring sensory play scooping and weighing oats, joining in 
“WHO’S been sleeping in MY bed?” in a dramatic range of bear voices from low to high, talking about 
feelings and behaviour with questions such as “Is it ok to go into someone’s house and use their things?” 
and creating expressive bear faces in different sizes. Next week we’ll extend the children’s experiences 
with further experiments with oats, finding out how they change when they add water to them, cooking 
some porridge to share, and developing the children’s confidence in retelling and acting out the story 
themselves and singing a new Goldilocks song. Stories for later weeks include the Three Little Pigs (a lot of 
construction with straw and sticks and much huffing and puffing…) and the Gingerbread Man.    
 
Exeter Respect Festival 
In addition to our usual hands-on sensory play activities, we’re excited to be running a children’s stage at 
this year’s Respect Festival in June. We already have a line-up of storytellers, musicians, dance and drama 
workshops, for children from babies to Primary school age; we’ll share more details of the programme in 
the coming months.  We celebrate diversity at Preschool and over the years have been lucky enough to 
welcome children and their families from many parts of the world. 

One of our parents recently built us a fantastic ‘Mud Kitchen’ in our garden, where the children can mix 
and cook up their own concoctions and recipes using all-natural ingredients. Giving children the 
opportunity to enjoy Messy play is part of many philosophies of early childhood education, and something 
that we wholeheartedly embrace!  In the next couple of months we hope parents will brave the cold with 
us for some DIY days to continue improvements to our outdoor play areas: a digging patch to provide mud 
for the mud kitchen, and progress on our ideas for ‘small worlds gardens’, such as a jungle garden for 
dinosaurs and wild animals and a construction site for the diggers and trucks to work in. We’ll be getting 
our vegetable patch ready for planting in the spring and adding plants to our wild area. In March we’ll be 
planting hedgerow trees, donated by The Woodland Trust, along the front of our garden to screen us from 
the road and add some extra greenery to Blackboy Rd.

In addition to the activities above, in the coming months we’ve been offered the chance to join in a couple 
of creative projects: the first, ‘Wonderful Worlds’, run by the museum (RAMM) working with The Carousel 
Project, involves a play-based creative arts workshop at our home in Blackboy Rd, leading to a visit to the 
museum where we’ll join in further play activities to explore the museum galleries with the Carousel 
artists. 

Following that, Wild Zones will be working with us to provide a Natural Play project for our children and 
their families in the outdoor spaces in our neighbourhood. 

It looks like we have fun all booked up until the summer! 

**************************************************************************************
We welcomed several new children after Christmas and still have spaces for children to start 
immediately or after Easter (especially for afternoon sessions) so please contact us to arrange a 
visit if you are interested in finding out more about a place for your child at Newtown Preschool.   
We are registered for the 30 hours funding and Two year-old Early Years funding (‘Golden ticket’ 
funding). Golden tickets are being sent out to eligible families next week, so again, make an 
appointment to see us if you are looking for a place for your two year-old.  

CONTACT NEWTOWN COMMUNITY PRE-SCHOOL :
Email: office@newtowncommunitypreschool.co.uk

Claire Ritchie (Administrator): 07794 317462
https://www.facebook.com/Newtown-Community-Preschool-Exeter-1654902161488666/
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FOR THE EXACT DATE,  WHICH IS WEATHER DEPENDENT,  
PLEASE SEE 

THE NOTICE BOARD IN BELMONT PARK

OR UPDATES ON FACEBOOK PAGES
Newtown Community Association 

CB Newtown and St Leonards
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Our Hut Bookings Manager, Karolina Borkowska-Knight, can be contacted by email at
bookingshut@gmail.com or by calling 07847 229 194.  

Please remember to check the hut calendar on the website before making a booking:
http://www.newtowncommunity.org.uk/bookings

                THE OLD HUT REMAINS IN USE

          WHILE OUR NEW BUILDING 

           IS UNDER CONSTRUCTION

    

Hut Bookings

http://www.newtowncommunity.org.uk/bookings
mailto:bookingshut@gmail.com


Visit our web page  
newtowncommunity.org.uk

Follow us on twitter
https://twitter.com/ncaexeter

Find us on facebook
www.facebook.com/Newtown

CommunityAssociationCommunityEvents
Receive our monthly e-newsletter by emailing

   ellanewtownnews@btinternet.com 

NCA Chair:  Rory McNeile
NCA Treasurer: Gareth Carey-Jones
NCA Secretary:  Steve Palmer                     secretary@newtowncommunity.org.uk
Hut Bookings: Karolina Borkowska-Knight bookingshut@gmail.com
Social Media:  James Cotter cotterj99@hotmail.com
Newsletter:  Ella Westland                     ellanewtownnews@btinternet.co  m
Community Builder/ Crochet:  Jayne Leaver newtownstleonardscb@gmail.com
Choir & Roots Band:  Peter Montgomery    choir@newtowncommunity.org.uk           
Friends of Belmont Park:  Jo Evans secretary@newtowncommunity.org.uk
Sandford Walk Garden:   Julie Belshaw juliebelshaw@yahoo.co.uk
Social Café & Qigong:  Su Aves  (01392 272793)       su_aves@hotmail.com                                           

 

Stay in touch with Newtown News
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